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Christopher McCrudden explains why he recommends a law degree

for anyone cmll‘umplul'ing a life ac the Bar

s someone who teaches

law ar nui\'q'l':.il.y, you

l':'l'lll;hl eXpect ine o ||{'

blased, and 1 am, I'm

lear in my own mind
of the advantages of studying law
at university, and 1 generally advise
those who are planning to practice
at the Bar to take this route into the
|:|'i:|'r“iun,

But it is also clear o me tha
the case in Givour of the academic
».II.Ir.lI\' ol law needs [11] lse |'|:,'uh', 1
jl]:h'l assumed, Mot ||!'||y % lllq'rr.' i
prowing number of barristers who
have tiken another roure into the
profession, some clearly think It
beteer that aspiring barristers should
nut study law at university, bur some
o het \uhirm,

:‘Hll‘ll' }"I':II'\ ﬂulh H| i.'ll”t'ilg\lt' (}II
mine received an irate |:]||,|m,' call
from a sentor member of the Bengh,
How dare the turor '.ul\":u' l|\\'
judge’s son thar a unlversity degree
in low was advisable it he planned
to go to the Bar! Much beter o
take some other universicy course,
take the Bar course, and then learn
by sitting at the fect of other prac-
L iGHers,

Jl”\\' \!IIIIIIII III)/ i.'"llﬂ.'ilg“f" I'l'.l\'i.'
answered the ju:lu:'," What, indeed,
are the advantages for the Bar of
studying law ar universiry? Based
on my own experience as a legal
academic, there are two prinelpal
sets of benefies thar How from the
academic study of law: benefies for
the individual barrister, and benefits
for the Bar as a whaole,

Primary sources
Law students are expected 1o read
i good deal, mostly from primary
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sources, racher than w ke

ather people’s word for

things, This is to develop

views not simply about

what the law is, but also

abyoiit w]ly it 15 50, whether

It should be A, -.md licry i

might be different. In doing
s0, law students draw on
moral, philosophical, soclal,
historical, economlc and
other ideas. Law students
are asked to use what they
have read, together with
their own ll\illll;hl‘\ .'1lu.||:'| it.
as the basis for both written
CRRAYA and oral discussion in
rutorials and classes,

Intallectual interast

It is true that the syllabus
comprises topics chosen for
their intellectual interest,
rather than for the frequency
with which they arise in
]('u:ll Ill'.'lll'l“i'" “nwc\'{'r, i
the same time, the skills of
researching, thinking and
presentation developed ar
university are eminently sulred 1w
practical applicaclon, and chambers

appear to recognise this, Because of

this, our students are in consider-
able demand, Part of the explana-
tlon of w||}r British barristers have
such a hilflll |'|'1ml',|ti|||'| warldwide, |
belleve, lies in the skills thai many
derive from theii ||rli\'q':':.il.ly I"T\“l
training.

‘These benefits, however, though
important, are only parr of rhe
answer that we should give w the
seeptical judge of my earlier story.
Training in legal skills is vieal, but it
is not the end of the story,

The LLB

8 Studying law at univeraity ia not mainly a mat-
ter ol mamaorising data, It is true that thera s a
lot to remembor but barriaters axiat to uga the
law, not just to know it, and the main way that
barristers use tha law s by making legal argu-
mants.

= A cantral aspect of university legal education
is learning to make appropriate legal argu-
manta, Thia is a creative activity and calls for
eriginality and inapiration as well as informa-
tion and acciiracy,

= Univarsity law faculties aim to develop in thair
students a high laval of skill in comprahan-
sion, analysis and prasentation.
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A mede impostant benehin, in my
view, is the preacer J...l.l.u’frau-r.n'm;
that studying lsw a5 a scholardy
enterprise brings eo che aspiring
burriseer, Law is a LI.'d'lrll'lIIIIIE indel-
bectual challemge in at lease four
imipomant ways that barriscers often
rexlie ineaitively, bur seldam have
the epportuniny to consider in a
sustained way when in practice.
® First there is underseanding the

cutend (and che linsies) of the in-

termal coherence of legal concepes
anl legal reasoning: how legal
sancepts b together, the cansis-
ency of the use of concepts in dif-
feremt aress of law, and the extent
to which general principles can
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be extracied from legal reasom-
ing that can be used predict
of guide furure legal decision
making.

® Second, there is the |.'|1.'|E|r|||;; afl
the meaning and validity of law,
the examinatian af whar makes
Lawe diffcrent from. or similars vo,
other normarive EVSECTS, .I:-"F'i'
cally, this has invelved questions
swch ax: what is law; how far ase
ey of echics or maraliny part of
legal reasonimg; how docs 4 set of
narmative principles come 1o be
theughe of as “legal™ in the firsi
Mace; and how does law differ
froams cvher sngia] imetitugbons amd
practsces!

8 Third, there is the challenge af the
ethical and political accepeshilicy
o puibslic palicy delivered rhough
legal instruments, the cansid-
cratian I'Ill.i'ull.n 'l.1||_|| F 1] 11.'11.,'||1|,'r
specific legal interventions are
-l-.'.l.']ﬂ:ﬁHl.' 'ﬂl‘l{ﬂ assesscdd JFJi|1!.|
external moal, eshical ar |.'Iv.I|Iln..Ir
principles, and what shoald be the
appeogriace legal response where
nonc cxists &t the ot

8 Finally, there is the challenge
of the cifect of law. "Whar im-
PacEs IF amy, does law 11411: 0n
buman behavieus, astitudes, and
sctpaia! How does it have these
clfects? Are some insticutional
mechanisms far delivering legal
OUICOMICE MO APPIOPresre ofF
effective than ohers?

Emriched understanding
Although it may sppear thar I've
described he fsses thar begal soudy
ax universiey invalves in preoy high
Fallatin® terms, chese problems are
also the sl ol ¢y l_'r:ﬂ]i:.' Pracrice &s
a basvister, and ax a judpe, henever
camoutlaged thes might seem
‘.-::l"l'll'ﬂ Il'le:_ whether an .klurin_g
barrister should study law ar univer-
sty in what Americans would call
a “no-brainer™;
to-day practice can not help b
e enriched by an underscanding
of law in chis broader ingelleciual
COntexL.

Sy of low at university provades

10 my view. days

the apportunicy, and the busury, of

considering the decpest controver-
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sick afl our profession in an intel-
lectual armosphere that encowr-
ages sustained, rigorous thought,
without the pressure of praciice.
The ||||!.‘|I.'r'hl.l:'lllil|F of law thar we
develop ar universicy remains with
125 witil the end of our career,

| sbwounld make clesrwhat | am not
arguing. | de not comnsider thar chese
in the prafession who have raken
the Common Professonal Fxami-
nation [CPE) roate, for example,
are Im some way deficient as barris-
ters — thar would noet be correcr. [
am noe crving 1o persuade those of
vou whe have alrcady made vour
choices and are well entrenched
in your career that thoie choices
Were 'kll.ll!s l'nr YOl = thar '.I.-“uill
be presumprucus e 3 bigh degree,
[ do not think rhat the anly rowne
w0 becoming s barrister should be
through the study of Lyvw sr umiversi-
1% — that would close dowm an emiry

SS1I0ON
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Efriching educabion

Part of the explanation of wihy British
barristers have such a high reputation
lies in the skills that many derive
_ﬁ'ﬂm their university kﬁu.’rmr'uing

porist that has proven am imporane
mecans of improving acoos o many
who woukl no atherwise have been
absde g gt the Bar. However, | da
'ihillln. I:hﬂ the |.'\lr\:||'-r'\..'\.||.||| FiF | w|'|c|||,l
woulld be the pooter if the propar.
tinn of barristers having studicd
law in a prod wnivessiy law Facaley
declined !’llﬁllltf. | alses think rhar
thase wha have not stadied Lo ag
such 3 university may have mived
owt on something rhas would have
further enriched their career, and
their profiessional life. -

Chwistophar McCrodden i Prefessad ol Hu
mdn Righls Law, Quisdd Undvedsily, dnd
Feliye of Liszedn Callege, Oxloed, Ha i g
Rof-praciamg barreder |Cowy's Ira) and 4
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