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editorial 
Starting a new job is always a chal-

lenge and none more so when your 

predecessor was immensely effective 

and successful. Howard made a mas-

sive contribution to the LCF in his 

time here, much of which will be 

around for many years to come.  

 

During my first four months with the LCF 

Iõve had the opportunity to spend a week 

with over 800 UK students at Forum, meet 

and visit numerous student groups, spend a 

fortnight in Africa visiting the work of 

CLEAR, go to the national conference, edit 

and produce this edition of Justice Seeker 

and at the time of writing Iõve just got back 

from the amazing Student and Young Law-

yers Conference (more about that in the 

next issue).  

 

Maybe you think Iõm making this out to be 

an impressive work load, or that Iõm trying 

to make sure people know Iõm worth my 

monthly wage packet. Iõm not trying to do 

either; it is a privilege to serve all of the stu-

dents and young lawyers within the LCF in 

whatever form this takes. I detail my activi-

ties because Iõve come to realise over the 

past few months is that the time and energy 

that I devote to my work is nothing com-

pared with what God achieves by his grace.  

 

Take this example: 3 days before the SYL 

conference we had only 50 out of the 70 

delegates required to break even. We had 

already exhausted all our avenues of plug-

ging the conference and so we found our-

selves having to trust God and keep praying. 

In those 3 days 25 people booked. 

 

For me this was a timely reminder that it is 

Godõs grace alone that saves us and then 

sustains us. Martin Luther had this to say on 

grace in the preface to his commentary on 

Galatians: 

 

òThere are many types of ôrighteousnessõ in this 

world. However, the greatest type of righteous-

ness is the righteousness of faith or ôpassive 

righteousnessõ: a righteousness that God gives 

to us through Christ, without our doing a thing. 

This wonderful righteousness is not political, 

ceremonial or cultural righteousness. Neither 

does it have anything to do with our obedience 

to Godõs law. It has nothing to do with what we 

do or how hard we work. It is simply given to us 

as a gift, and we do nothing to earn it. That is 

why it is called ôpassive righteousnessõ: we do 

not have to labour or work for it. It is called the 

righteousness of faith because it is not right-

eousness that we work for, but righteousness 

we receive by faith.ó 

 

I was challenged by this recently at our lead-

ers training day and was encouraged to en-

quire of fellow Christians: òHow has this 

doctrine of ôpassive righteous-

nessõ (justification) impacted you in the last 

week?ó 

 

For me the answer is that I am looking back 

over the past four months and thanking 

God for all that he has done, as opposed to 

congratulating myself on my successes.  

 

Wouldnõt it be great if we asked each other 

this more regularly? 

If this editorial prompts an answer in you, 

feel free to email it to me ð phil@lawcf.org  

 

Iõd love to be able to fill my next editorial 

with all of your responses. 

 

March on,   

Phil     

mailto:phil@lawcf.org
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You probably all remember the story 

from Sunday School. You may have 

even sung the song. òZacchaeus was a 

very little man and a very little man 

was he. He climbed to the top of the 

sycamore tree, for the Lord he wanted 

to seeó.   

 

You all know how the end of the story goes 

- Jesus stops at the tree with Zacchaeus in 

and says òZacchaeus, Iõm coming to stay at 

your houseó. So off they go for the Jewish 

equivalent of a nice cup of earl grey and a 

scone. Story over. Song done. But whatõs the 

point of this story?  Is it that Jesus is really 

important? That heõs worth making the ef-

fort for - even the effort of climbing a tree? 

Is it that Jesus likes to spend time with peo-

ple - even short people? That we shouldnõt 

judge people? That Jesus is surprising? All of 

these things are true, but when Jesus gives 

his reason for doing what he did. In Luke 

19v10 we have one of the most definitive 

statements on why Jesus came to earth. On 

what his job is. On what his mission is.  

 

Weõve all been at a party, or sat beside 

someone on the train, or met someone at 

church and the questions comesé òwhat do 

you do?ó. Not the most imaginative of ques-

tions, but makes you feel like youõre on safe 

ground. I donõt know whether Jesus ever got 

asked that questionéWhat do you do Jesus?

éOh my job (actually the whole reason Iõm on 

this planet.) éis to seek and save what was 

lost (v10). 

 

Jesusõ mission is to seek and save the lost. 

And what these verses in Luke 19 do is give 

us a window into the working day of the 

Son of Man. We see him in action, doing ex-

actly what he said he came to do - to seek 

and save the lost. We all know Zacchaeus 

was a tax collector and we expect the pan-

tomime òboo hissó when his name is men-

tioned, but Luke goes to great pains to help 

us understand just what a surprising thing it 

is that Jesus stops with him. Zacchaeus was-

nõt just a tax collector, he was the chief tax 

collector (v 2). He had climbed his way up 

the greasy pole and you can imagine he did-

nõt get there by keeping his head down and 

obeying the rules. The fact that Zacchaeus 

offers to give money back in v8 is basically 

an admission that he was a cheat.  And he 

was not a popular man - we see the outrage 

and disgust of the people when Jesus invited 

himself round for a spot of afternoon tea. 

òHe has gone in to be the guest of é a sin-

neró. Zacchaeus was all over the place mor-

ally; a million miles from God. Lost is exactly 

the right way to describe him.  

 

And look at Jesus in actioné òWhen Jesus 

came to the place, he looked upé 

òZacchaeus, hurry and come down, for I 

must stay at your house todayóé òToday 

salvation has come to this houseóé òFor 

the Son of Man came to seek and save the 

lostó. Jesus doing exactly what he came to 

do. Jesus fulfilling his mission.  

 

So picture that person in your office who 

you think is the Zacchaeus equivalent. The 

person who you would never expect to wel-

come Jesus. That client with the lifestyle that 

means church would be the last place you 

expect to see them. The devout (insert 

other religion here) person who you canõt 

what is Godõs mission? 

 

Jesusõ mission is to seek and save the lost.  
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imagine ever even considering Christianity. 

That classmate, who weõd be very surprised 

to hear them telling the story of how they 

met Jesus. The family living in squalor in a 

slum. The man who has been falsely accused 

and is rotting in a Kenyan Prison. The young 

boy who works in bonded labour paying 

back a debt he never owed. Jesusõ mission is 

to seek and save lost people just like them. 

Lost people just like us.  

 

But Jesus doesnõt leave it there. He doesnõt 

just tell us what his mission is but goes on 

to show us what our mission is too. He goes 

on to tell a story (Luke 19:11ff) about a no-

bleman (Jesus) who goes to a far country 

and leaves his servants (us) in charge of his 

minas (about three months wages for a la-

bourer). The instructions are òEngage in 

business until I comeó. When the nobleman 

returns, having been crowned King, he does 

an Alan Sugar moment and calls each of the 

servants in to give an account of what they 

have done with his money. The first servant 

comes in with his report ð and itõs good 

news! His mina has made 10 more! And the 

kingõs pleased with this return and gives him 

authority over ten cities. Similarly, the sec-

ond servant has been busy and his mina has 

made 5 more. The King gives him authority 

over 5 cities.  

 

But then itõs the moment we watch through 

our hands, nervous about whatõs going to 

happen. The third servant enters. And itõs 

just like the Apprentice - when theyõve not 
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done as well as they should they point the 

fingerénot my fault. This servant points the 

finger at the King himself. òItõs your fault, 

master.  I think you exploit people, and I was 

scared of you, so I did nothingó. 

 

But the king turns that excuse back at him: 

òIf you think Iõm that much of a horror to 

work for, you could at least have put the 

money in Barclays Bank and collected what-

ever miserable rate of interest theyõre offer-

ing at the moment!ó And thereõs a sad end-

ing for him as his mina is taken away from 

him.  

 

Itõs easy to see how this relates to us, isnõt 

it? Jesus, the nobleman, has 

gone to be made King and will 

then return. We are his ser-

vants, to be engaged in his 

business while heõs gone. And 

what is that business? What is 

his mission? To seek and save 

the lost. Jesus involves us in his 

mission of seeking and saving 

the lost. This is an unbelievable 

privilege.  

 

So what does this mean as we think about 

mission?  

 

It matters! Itõs what Jesus is all about. He 

came with the mission of seeking and saving 

the lost. Lost sinners like me. Lost sinners 

like you. Lost sinners like the people in your 

office, your class, your family, among your 

friends, in deepest darkest Africa, in India, in 

America, in London, in Edinburgh, in        

Solihullé 

 

And he involves us in his missionéso his 

mission should be our mission. How we go 

about fulfilling that mission might look very 

different for the summer team who head off 

to Rwanda compared to the trainee solici-

tor in one of the big law firms in any city 

across this country. A person speaking to 

their colleague about Jesus may have a dif-

ferent approach to the person in a slum in 

India. But our mission, as servants of Jesus, is 

to be involved in his mission.  

 

It is not just the full time òmissionariesó who 

are involved in this work. It is not limited to 

a 6 week òmission tripó to East Africa over 

the summer. All Jesusõ servants are involved 

in his mission, wherever God gives you the 

opportunity. What a privilege! Donõt get me 

wrong, I know itõs daunting. I know it can be 

hard enough to keep being a 

Christian yourself, without 

having another job to doébut 

look at the kind of people Je-

sus is working with - the lost. 

And even those who look 

òtoo lostó are not! And look 

at the honour he gives to 

those who are involved in his 

worké òWell done my good 

and faithful servantó! 

 

As you read, over the next few pages, of 

people who made use of the opportunities 

God gave them to be involved in Jesusõ mis-

sion in various parts of the world, give great 

thanks that God has raised up people to do 

that. But also use it as an opportunity to be-

gin to think about how you could be a 

òmissionaryó, involved in Jesusõ mission 

wherever you have the opportunity.  

 

Audrey Brown 

Audrey currently works for St. Helenõs  

Bishopsgate and is a former SYL Coordinator. 

All scripture quotations from the ESV. 
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Iõd been in Uganda for one week and I 

found myself, a pathetically inexperi-

enced second year undergraduate law 

student from Surrey, sitting in the 

middle of the courtyard of Kigo 

prison.  

 

The heads of hundreds of remanded men 

were angled toward me, staring at the 

Mzungu (white man).   I wondered what was 

running through their heads.  Perhaps they 

were wondering if Iõd come to save them?  

Perhaps they were wondering if Iõd answer 

all their questions and solve all their prob-

lems or perhaps they were looking at me 

and thinking ôIs this it?õ  I certainly felt pretty 

inept as I was handed a bunch of remand 

prisoners (who had been in Kigo way be-

yond the constitutionally set remand limita-

tion) and told to interview them.  I had had 

little guidance but being white I was ex-

pected to know.  Furthermore, the prison-

ers approached me as though I was the all 

knowing oracle.  All I knew was that I was in 

a foreign jurisdiction with a heavy British 

accent and was uncomfortable.   It was in 

that moment that I got a sense of how 

Moses felt as he stood before Pharaoh and 

exclaimed òLet my people go!ó  When he 

then threw his staff down in faith for it to 

become a serpent, the Egyptian magicians 

did the same.  No doubt he felt stunned, 

foolish and confused.  He may have even 

thought ôLord, I told you I wasnõt good at 

this stuff but ohhh no, you sent me anyway 

and now Iõm making a complete fool of my-

self!ó   

 
I could relate to Moses in that moment.  I 

knew I was meant to be in Uganda as God 

had opened those doors, yet I wasnõt com-

fortable with so much responsibility - and 

so soon.  What if Iõd misheard, misunder-

stood or erroneously missed something 

crucial that affected a prisonerõs future? 

 
Godõs answer to Moses was that He would 

teach him and he took the same approach 

with me.  Iõd encourage anyone who feels 

inhibited by some character flaw or inexpe-

rience to follow Godõs call nonetheless be-

cause we have a God who delights in the 

weak.  C.S. Lewis portrays it beautifully in 

his book ôPrince Caspianõ.  Prince Caspian, 

when handed authority and kingship by 

Aslan, says òI donõt think that Iõm readyó and 

Aslan replies òItõs for that reason that I 

know you areó.      

 
Being a part of the Criminal and Public De-

fence Department (CPD) in Uganda was a 

real privilege.  After 5 months I felt fortu-

nate to have been a part of a team which 

had successfully bought about justice for so 

many.  I had been advised in the briefing 

week that the most important thing was to 

reflections from CLEAR interns 
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avoid making myself indispensible.  That was 

no problem; the staff in CPD are very tal-

ented and skilled in what they do.  None-

theless, being a small bolt in a great big ma-

chine, a momentary flash in a long term vi-

sion or a single thread 

in a tapestry was a 

real blessing.  

 
 On one occasion I 

interviewed two re-

mand prisoners who 

were the same age as 

my father and grandfa-

ther, 47 and 87.  It 

dawned on me that 

these men could well 

have been my relations 

but were just born in 

a different location under a malnourished 

legal system.  They claimed they had worked 

hard all their lives and had been framed by 

neighbours who wanted their land.  The 

neighbours had accused them of defiling 

their children so that they would be ar-

rested and their land would be defenceless.   

Both were emaciated and the 87 year old 

had cataracts invading his eyes.  As I heard 

their stories of injustice I could not help but 

draw comparisons.  Both my father and 

grandfather are hard working men and they 

must feel some sense of pride in their 

achievements.   My grandfather had had la-

ser surgery to obliterate his cataracts only 

weeks before - all covered on the NHS of 

course.  Here were two men - their lives 

ripped apart by charges of defilement.  They 

claimed their hard earned land had been 

robbed from under their noses and now 

here they sat, uncared for, facing years with-

out a trial.  All they asked for was the imple-

mentation of their constitutional right to a 

trial, so that they may continue with their 

lives.  Whether found guilty or not, nothing 

could be worse than sitting in a stagnant 

system, waiting, waiting, waiting.  The only 

difference between them and my father and 

grandfather was that their system is failing 

them.   

 
When I joined University I 

attended the Christian Un-

ion in the first week.  When 

one guy asked me what I 

was studying, he retorted 

òLaw?  How can you be a 

Christian and want to be a 

lawyer?ó   

 

God needs people in all 

fields to engage in the bat-

tle.  He uses people of all professions.  The 

Ugandan Christian Lawyers Fraternity 

(UCLF), and more specifically the CPD, 

opened my eyes to the importance of 

Christians using their skills for the Kingdom.  

Those sad characters I spoke of above were 

represented pro bono and advanced through 

a sluggish system.  Additionally, they knew 

we were Christians and that our service to 

them was for His glory.  Hopefully the testi-

monies of those remand prisoners UCLF 

represented will answer my Christian Union 

inquirer.   

 

Adam Gray 

 
I have always been prone to bouts of stom-

ach churning anxiety when confronted with 

new and uncertain ventures. In January of 

this year, as I sat in the departure lounge at 

Heathrow airport, I felt discomforting ten-

drils of anxiety creeping into my thoughts.  
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For the previous six months I had been bus-

ily preparing to depart for Kampala, Uganda 

to begin an internship with the Ugandan 

Christian Lawyers Fraternity (UCLF). Now I 

had left my job as a paralegal and my familiar 

surroundings behind to take a step into the 

unknown. I felt enthused with excitement 

yet woefully inadequate and ill-equipped to 

face the challenges that lay ahead. I tried to 

shake off this dark cloud but it continued to 

cast a shadow over my thinking.  

 

After a lengthy flight I finally reached Kam-

pala at 3:40am on a balmy night. The city 

was shrouded in darkness and so I had to 

wait until the following morning to see the 

sights of Kampala as I was driven to the 

UCLF office. A cloud of dust kicked up from 

minibus taxis and boda-bodas (motorcycles 

that ferry customers around the city). 

Wooden dukas (small shops) and rusty iron 

huts sat adjacent to large palm fringed com-

pounds.  

 

The UCLF office is situated above a Chris-

tian book shop in Wandageya district. It con-

sists of five very basic offices and a library 

where many of the local university students 

come to study. The warmth and generosity 

with which I was welcomed into UCLF far 

outweighed any discomfort. The advocates, 

paralegals and administrators that made up 

the UCLF staff treated me like an old friend. 

Arriving at the office each morning soon felt 
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more familiar than I ever expected - I felt at 

home. 

 

My days were not only spent in the office. I 

also worked alongside Christine Adong 

(UCLFõs Legal Education Coordinator) and 

frequently accompanied her up country to 

take part in training sessions. This involved 

teaching communities about their legal 

rights and responsibilities and equipping lo-

cal leaders to resolve disputes via appropri-

ate legal channels.  

 

Spending time in the communities opened 

my eyes to the many troubles encountered 

by Ugandans. Local customs frequently con-

flict with laws passed by a parliament that 

seems distant and detached from the prob-

lems of the average villager. Corruption and 

bribery are commonplace. These problems 

are exacerbated by the common perception 

that lawyers are liars and cheats. As I spoke 

with these people I developed an apprecia-

tion of the importance of maintaining integ-

rity within the legal profession. In such cir-

cumstances it is paramount for the Chris-

tian lawyer to be a model of Godõs values. 

By drawing parallels between the law and 

scripture, UCLF promotes the protection of 

legal rights in a manner that is both cultur-

ally relevant and reflective of Godõs glory. 

Even the local Muslim leaders in attendance 

related better to law taught in a Christian 

context rather than a secular context.  

 

The atmosphere at the end of each legal 

education session was consistently one of 

fulfilment and hope. It soon became clear to 

me that Godõs hand was guiding the project. 

However, the enthusiasm with which our 

beneficiaries digested this knowledge served 

to emphasise the overwhelming lack of 

awareness that exists in Uganda regarding 

legal rights. As such the rights of many vul-

nerable groups such as widows, children and 

the extremely poor are frequently violated. 

Each training session has thrown up reac-

tions of disbelief, frustration, relief, and even 

laughter. Ultimately, the warm thanks with 

which we departed and the invitations to 

return were the greatest indicator that, de-

spite the turmoil that legal knowledge often 

brings to a community, a great many Ugan-

dans are determined to live in a just society 

that protects the rights of all. 

 

In retrospect I can see how my initial anxi-

ety was the perfect opportunity to demon-

strate faith. During my time in Uganda I was 

involved in running workshops and lectures 

and in doing so overcame a personal demon 

- the fear of public speaking. In these cir-

cumstances I found the words of Proverbs 

3:25-26 particularly pertinent: òHave no fear 

of sudden disaster or of the ruin that over-

takes the wicked, for the LORD will be your 

confidence and will keep your foot from be-

ing snaredó. However, my thinking increas-

ingly became centred on Godõs greater plan 

for Uganda and His passion for Justice. Indi-

vidual struggles and challenges swiftly pale in 

comparison to a countryõs struggle for jus-

tice or, in the case of Africa, the struggle of 

an entire continent. 

 

August soon came around and I boarded my 

return flight. The journey northwards to 

Heathrow was spent deep in reflection. My 

perception of mission and justice had been 

broadened immensely. I would describe my 

Ugandan experience as both life altering and 

career defining. If you feel called to seek jus-

tice in Africa, an internship with UCLF could 

be a life altering experience for you too. 

 

Damien Miller  



justice seeker winter 09  11 

Studying law can bring about a mix-

ture of thoughts, feelings and atti-

tudes. As many of you who read this 

will be in the position of studying law, 

we have collected reflections from 

people who have experienced, or are 

undertaking,  every stage of legal 

study.  

 

These articles are here to help you learn 

from the insights and failings of those who 

have gone before you, but most of all to en-

courage you to make the most of the op-

portunity you have as you study law. Some 

have asked to remain anonymous in consid-

eration to the firms they now work for. 

 

Undergraduate Study  ð Hannah Baynes  

(Hannah is currently studying for an LLB at Liv-

erpool University.) 

 

To say that a law degree is one of the most 

difficult, time-consuming and brain-engaging 

subjects to study is certainly not a lie. To 

study law requires diligence and determina-

tion, and I would probably go as far to say 

that without God, my time at University 

would have been a much more stressful 

time. For without His peace, I donõt think I 

could have ever coped with the ridiculously 

long reading lists, or endured the totally 

brain-numbing exam periods.  

I am not saying this to put you off studying 

law - I have found my time at University in-

credibly rewarding. There are times of 

course when I wish that I was studying an 

ôeasyõ degree, when I envy my music student 

friends for all their spare time. Being at Uni-

versity may well have taught me how to 

cram for exams and how to write a 2500 

word essay in one night, but when I think 

back to when I decided to study law, when 

God first gave me a passion for justice and a 

desire to do something with my life that 

would enable the marginalised to have a 

voice, I know that this is where God wants 

me to be.  

 

Law is invariably taught from a secular per-

spective, and so it can be easy to wonder 

where our God of justice is in it all, or how 

the Bible fits into the study of Tort law, for 

instance. However, law and Christianity do 

not need to be polar opposites. In fact, we 

worship a God who has given us our laws, 

and loves His perfect law.  The Bible tells 

us that we will be blessed if we delight 

in His law and òmeditate on it day and 

nightó (Psalm 1:2). Law can be a stressful 

course, but I have found that as I rely upon 

God to help me in my studies, He gives me 

an inner strength and peace that could 

come from no one else. 

 

Studying Law certainly requires you to work 

hard, but I would not advise you to be so 

consumed with studying that you have time 

for nothing else. An important part of being 

a student is building strong friendships with 

those around you, both Christian and non-

Christian, and learning how to live inde-

pendently and prioritise your time, both 

work and play. One of the most important 

things to do as a Christian Law student is to 

find a church where you can serve God and 

making the most of legal study... 


